NPU-T Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, April 8, 2009

The General meeting was called to order at 7: 15pm EST by Chairrman Kwabena Nkromo
1) Invocation    
a) The invocation was presented by Graham Jackson. 
    Approval of Agenda – 

A motion was made by Vonda Henry   to adopt the agenda as modified with deviations as the chair deems necessary.  This was seconded by Eric Robinson.
The Vote:  Yes- 12; No - 0;   (  Motion Carries
3) Approval of Minutes –  March 2009
a) Copies of the March Minutes were distributed for approval.
A motion was made by Melanie Wofford   to approve the minutes as corrected.    This was seconded by Richard Puls.
Vote:  Yes- 15 No-0  (  Motion Carries
4) Police, Fire, and Community Prosecutor’s Updates (5 minutes per report)

a) Police –  
i) Zone 4 – Major Perdue spoke.
(1) Highlighted that the actual rate of crime is down for 2009 and he provided general guidance on ways to reduce the likelihood that individuals may be victimized by theft and burglary. 
(2) The suspects in the recent homicide are presently in custody.  
b) Fire – Commander Wessels of Atlanta Fire & Rescue spoke.

i) Commander Wells spoke about the impact of the budget cuts on the department.    
ii) There will be a Citizen’s Fire Academy scheduled for 2009.  For more information, call 404.597.3150
iii) The commander also highlighted important safety information during the storm season.

iv) A copy of the talking points was left with the NPU-T Chair.
c) Community Prosecutor –   Ms. Blackett-Jones (Zone 4)  404.699.5294   
i)  Ms. Blackett-Jones spoke about a recent Court Watch event.  The next court date will be on April 16th at 3pm in courtroom 6c.
ii) Applications are currently being accepted for participation in “Operation Neighborhood Take Back”
5) Presentations 
a) Department of Watershed Management (Brent Brewer) 
i) Brent spoke about the late fee policy for the department that will be in effect on May 1st.  

b) City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs – Dorian McDuffie, Public Arts Administrator 
i) Ms. McDuffie spoke about a planned exhibit of public art that is scheduled to be installed on the West End portion of the Beltline.  This will be a mural and is planned for the White Street corridor of the Beltline. The artist for the mural was present and showed a scale image of the mural.
c) DPCD Bureau of Housing – Valerie R. Fountain, Housing Development Coordinator
i)  Valerie spoke about the Neighborhood Stabilization Program.
6) Neighborhood Association Reports (3 minutes per report)
a) WEND – Vonda Henry
i)  Vonda talked about the Easter Egg Hunt being sponsored by the “Friends of West End Park” on Saturday, April 11th  at 11am in West End Park.
ii) The West End Tour of Homes will be May 1-3, 2009.

b) West End Merchant’s Coalition - Suna Ong

i) The merchant’s coalition is looking for new members.
Added Item:  Council Member Winslow’s office – Ms. Sykes
· Ms. Sykes spoke about several events being sponsored by Council Member Winslow
· Grant Writing workshop on Saturday, April 25th
· Applications for the Teen Employment with Atlanta Workforce Development and will be for approximately 1000 teens for the summer.
· Electronics Recycling Waste day on April 18th.  
Deviation #1 (  State Representative Kathy Ashe spoke.  

· Rep. Ashe spoke about Marta funding.  She encouraged members of the community to contact the governor’s office to encourage a
· There was recent drive-by shooting in Peeplestown this past Sunday and she asked that we support youth and supportive resources to help them stay safe.
· Rep. Ashe spoke about the defeat of the proposed bill to empower municipalities to levy additional taxes for funding public safety. 
Deviation #2 (  First time visitors to NPU-T were recognized.  

7) Committee Reports (3 minutes per report)
a) Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs – Wanda Whiteside

i) Wanda Whiteside spoke about the Greenspace Conference that she attended. 
ii) April 25th from 9-4 there will be a clean-up in Cleophas Johnson Park.

iii) On May 16th there will be a Jazz Concert in the Cleophas Johnson Park.  For more information or to volunteer, call Melanie Wofford at 404.524.3077 (o) 678.698.7565 (cell)
b) Public Relations Officer – Danielle Carney
i) Balu and Courtney (Spelman Bonner Scholars) spoke about the NPU-T meeting schedules and also the eNewletters.
 Public Safety – Kwabena Nkromo

ii) Operation Neighborhood Take Back Update – Chairman Nkromo spoke about the program and encouraged members to participate. 
c) Zoning and Land Use – Aston Thompson
i) Aston spoke about the change by Fulton County restricting the practice of chaining dogs.  This is mentioned under item #11.
ii) Aston also talked about the supportive housing ordinance and there is a meeting with the Mayor’s Office on April 14th.  
d) Executive Committee – Chairman Nkromo
i) Chairman Nkromo spoke about the 2009 Policy Agenda.

8) Treasurer’s Report – Patrick Berry

i) Patrick Berry presented the first quarter treasurer’s report.  
9) Atlanta Planning Advisory Board Report – Graham Jackson, NPU-T Community Ambassador
i) There will be a leadership training session on Saturday, April 25th from 9a – 2p
ii) Graham emphasized the importance of participating in the Zoning & Land Use Committee  
10) Planner’s Report – Brandy Crawford (404.330.6522 bcrawford@atlantaga.gov) 
a) Planner Crawford was present but there were no items requiring an NPU-T vote on the agenda relating to the Department of Planning.
11) Text Amendments & Ordinances –
09-R-0375 / 09-0243 To Restrict the Chaining or Tethering of Dogs A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AND ENDORSING THE PROPOSED RESOLUTION OF THE FULTON COUNTY COMMISSION TO RESTRICT THE PRACTICE OF CHAINING OR TETHERING DOGS IN FULTON COUNTY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
The Discussion:    Planner Crawford highlighted the amendment.  
The Action:    No vote is required.
12) Chairperson’s Report 
a) Chairman Nkromo spoke about the importance of volunteering.
13) Announcements
a) Vonda Henry highlighted a broken sidewalk awareness campaign by PEDS.  To report broken sidewalks, visit www.peds.org. 
14) Adjournment– The meeting adjourned at 9:01pm.

$39.25  in Donations were collected and turned over to the treasurer, Patrick Berry.
 18 individuals were recorded on the NPU-T sign-in sheets and there were 54 persons in attendance.
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Prepared by Scott C. Smith – NPU-T Secretary 


